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Appendix table 5-6
Doctoral degrees awarded, by field: 1990–99

  
Field 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

Total, all fields........................................................................... 36,067 37,534 38,890 39,801 41,034 41,743 42,414 42,555 42,683 41,140
Total science and engineering.............................................. 22,868 24,023 24,675 25,443 26,205 26,535 27,229 27,245 27,309 25,953

Physical sciences............................................................. 3,524 3,626 3,781 3,699 3,977 3,841 3,837 3,768 3,829 3,582
Astronomy................................................................... 128 125 134 145 144 173 192 198 208 160
Chemistry.................................................................... 2,100 2,194 2,214 2,137 2,257 2,162 2,148 2,147 2,219 2,134
Physics........................................................................ 1,265 1,286 1,403 1,399 1,548 1,479 1,484 1,401 1,378 1,271
Other physical sciences.............................................. 31 21 30 18 28 27 13 22 24 17

Earth, atmospheric, and ocean sciences......................... 738 815 794 771 824 780 794 878 814 807
Atmospheric sciences................................................. 83 108 120 99 129 130 125 149 125 124
Earth sciences............................................................. 477 560 503 479 509 454 452 489 504 453
Oceanography............................................................. 128 112 114 125 125 115 134 144 112 130
Other earth, atmospheric, and ocean sciences……… 50 35 57 68 61 81 83 96 73 100

Mathematical sciences..................................................... 892 1,039 1,058 1,146 1,118 1,190 1,122 1,125 1,177 1,085
Computer science............................................................ 705 800 869 880 903 997 921 910 925 850
Agricultural sciences........................................................ 1,174 1,073 1,063 968 1,078 1,036 1,037 982 1,037 965
Biological sciences........................................................... 4,328 4,650 4,799 5,092 5,203 5,376 5,723 5,786 5,854 5,600
Psychology....................................................................... 3,281 3,250 3,263 3,420 3,379 3,429 3,491 3,571 3,685 3,667

Clinical psychology...................................................... 1,885 1,884 1,904 1,956 1,866 1,909 1,923 1,903 1,955 2,085
Nonclinical psychology................................................ 1,396 1,366 1,359 1,464 1,642 1,670 1,719 1,670 1,730 1,582

Experimental/biological psychology........................ 273 288 312 337 369 351 339 394 360 378
Individual/social psychology.................................... 324 315 326 349 480 473 533 548 596 514
Other psychology.................................................... 799 763 721 778 793 846 847 728 774 690

Social sciences................................................................ 3,332 3,556 3,610 3,769 3,901 3,878 3,999 4,111 4,058 4,060
Economics................................................................... 1,007 1,053 1,051 1,067 1,101 1,152 1,177 1,163 1,155 1,076
Political science and public administration.................. 734 740 804 824 930 894 928 974 962 1,016
Sociology..................................................................... 448 493 512 535 548 555 527 601 581 571
Anthropology............................................................... 346 374 353 380 418 410 417 469 459 487
Linguistics.................................................................... 167 227 266 214 221 201 230 244 220 250
History of science........................................................ 26 27 28 37 27 41 37 36 43 49
Area and ethnic studies............................................... 94 116 114 137 122 121 143 94 114 109
Other social sciences.................................................. 510 526 482 575 534 504 540 530 524 502

Engineering...................................................................... 4,894 5,214 5,438 5,698 5,822 6,008 6,305 6,114 5,930 5,337
Aerospace engineering............................................... 192 207 234 228 230 252 287 273 243 207
Chemical engineering.................................................. 658 691 725 737 725 708 798 767 775 678
Civil engineering.......................................................... 553 575 594 624 684 656 697 656 651 585
Electrical engineering.................................................. 1,276 1,405 1,483 1,543 1,673 1,731 1,740 1,721 1,596 1,477
Industrial engineering.................................................. 151 165 196 236 228 284 258 246 230 209
Materials engineering.................................................. 440 489 485 535 539 588 572 581 565 470
Mechanical engineering.............................................. 884 875 987 1,030 1,015 1,025 1,052 1,021 1,023 853
Other engineering........................................................ 740 807 734 765 728 764 901 849 847 858

Total non-S&E ..................................................................... 13,199 13,511 14,215 14,358 14,829 15,208 15,185 15,310 15,374 15,187
Health............................................................................... 956 1,041 1,112 1,197 1,296 1,330 1,324 1,423 1,503 1,410
Humanities....................................................................... 3,535 3,720 4,036 4,092 4,374 4,690 4,713 5,037 5,114 5,045
Education......................................................................... 6,510 6,454 6,677 6,689 6,708 6,649 6,772 6,573 6,575 6,557
Professional/other............................................................ 2,198 2,296 2,390 2,380 2,451 2,539 2,376 2,277 2,182 2,175

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science Resources Statistics, Survey of Earned Doctorates, various years.                  
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